
 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

November 14, 2022 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen, County of Lewis and the State of New York was 

held at the Town Municipal Office Building, 8420 State Rte. 812, New Bremen, New York on the 14th day of November 

2022. 

 

Town Officer’s Present:  Peter J. Keys, Supervisor 

Joseph E. Aucter, Councilman 

Casandra M. Buell, Councilwoman 

    Thomas J. Schantz, Councilman   

    Douglas E. Herzig II, Hwy. Superintendent 

    Elizabeth B. Jones, Clerk 

 

Absent:  Alexis L. Lyndaker, Councilwoman 

        

Attended by:  Joanne Dicob, Nancy Kovach, Ian Gilbert – Legislator 

 

Supervisor Keys called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 101 OF 2022 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0   

 

RESOLVED, the minutes of the October 10th and 17th, 2022 meetings are approved. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING 

The Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget for 2023 was declared open at 6:31 p.m. with Proof of Publication in the 

J&R noted. 

 

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING 

There were no questions or concerns from the public.  Therefore, the public hearing was hereby closed at 6:32 p.m. by 

Supervisor Keys.  After discussion, the following resolution was presented. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 102 OF 2022 

ADOPTION OF THE 2023 BUDGET 
On a motion by Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

  

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen did meet at the time and place as advertised, now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen does hereby adopt such Preliminary Budget of the 

Town of New Bremen for fiscal year 2023.  Budget will be attached to the proceedings of this meeting, and be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk shall prepare and certify a copy of the annual budget as adopted by the 

Town Board pursuant to Town Law and within 5 days thereof deliver 2 copies to the Supervisor for submission to the 

Board of Legislators. 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

Councilwoman Buell 

1. AED – sending a thank you to the Larry Virkler Memorial Fund for their donation to purchase an AED for the 

Town Municipal Building. 

2. Planning Board – Tom Kovach sent a letter of interest to serve on the Towns planning board.  Two others will be 

sending their letters of interest also.  To discuss further at the next regular meeting. 

3. NBCIA – tried contacting the Department of State, but no response or call back.  It was suggested trying to 

contact Assemblyman Blankenbush and Dianne Nelson in the Attorney General’s Office. 
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4. ClearPath Energy – Greg Hering sent a video taken at the Zehr Solar Energy Project, seems to be serving dual 

purposes as Mr. Zehr is able to mow the field near and around the solar panels. 

5. Funding – received information that AES, a solar company looking to develop locally, has $35,000 of 

“community development funds” available if the Town has interest in starting a community project.  For 

consideration of receipt of said funds, the project would need to be submitted by year end.  Possibly bathrooms by 

the memorial park or ball field?  Discussion followed.  May need more time to research and come up with a 

worthy project and plan.  No action at this time. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 103 OF 2022 

TOWN CLERK’S MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Town Clerk’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

CROGHAN FREE LIBRARY 

The Croghan Free Library submitted their annual report and is filed in the Town Clerk’s office. 

 

COUNTY 

Ian Gilbert, Legislator for District No. 4 gave a brief report to the Board on happenings at the County level. 

1. County Rail to Trail Project – came to answer any questions the Board or public may have on the issue; and stated 

he is listening to his constituents.  Discussion followed with Joanne Dicob and several town board members 

voicing their negativity toward the county’s rail to trail project and stating that Legislator Gilbert is not listening 

to the people in his district along with the land owners that surround the railway.  There also seems to be 

positivity towards the project from residents. 

 

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT 

Highway Superintendent Herzig reported on the following with resolutions to follow: 

1. New Tractor – delivered Friday and will be doing a walk through tomorrow with a representative from John 

Deere. 

2. Tandem – Truck #35 is still at Joe Widrick’s, waiting on parts for repair.  Cost will be approximately $13,500. 

3. New Sander – picked up new sander and will be installing this week. 

4. Fuel Tank Replacement – received two (2) proposals to supply and install two new fuel storage tanks according to 

the towns written RFP.  As follows:  Docteur Environmental - $26,915.00 and Bach Environmental, Inc. - 

$55,734.00.  Reviewed/discussed both proposals questioning whether Docteurs included prevailing wage and all 

supplies and installation as specified in the written RFP. 

5. Equipment Replacement Plan – updated the plan with Supervisor Keys.  Reviewed with the Board. 

6. Fuel Bids – need to advertise for sealed bids for diesel and gasoline for 2023. 

7. Part-time Laborers – would like to advertise for winter help to have additional people on the call in list. 

8. Salt – correction that winter salt will be increasing $8.50 a ton for next year. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 104 OF 2022 

APPROVAL OF FUEL TANK REPLACEMENT PROPOSAL 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the New Bremen Town Board hereby accepts the proposal submitted by Docteur Environmental MJDNY, 

LLC, 33112 State Rt. 12e, Cape Vincent, NY 13618, for fuel tank replacement as requested by the Town.  Quoted price of 

$26,915.00, and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, acceptance of said proposal is conditioned upon verification that they will be furnishing all equipment, 

installation, prevailing wage, etc. according to the specifications in the written RFP supplied to them by the Town for said 

project. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 105 OF 2022 

ADVERTISE FOR FUEL BIDS 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, to advertise for bid unleaded gas and diesel fuel for the 2023 year, with a start date for the delivery of winter 

blend diesel fuel, for 1 week in the Journal & Republican and on linkinglewiscounty.com.  Bids will be opened on 

December 12, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Municipal Office Building. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 106 OF 2022 

ADVERTISE FOR PART-TIME LABORERS 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys   Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, to advertise for one (1) week in the Journal & Republican and on linkinglewiscounty.com for part-time 

laborer help for “call in” basis in the highway department for the upcoming winter season. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 107 OF 2022 

JUSTICES MONTHLY REPORTS 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

  

RESOLVED, the Justices monthly reports are approved as submitted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 108 OF 2022 

DCO MONTHLY REPORT 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

  

RESOLVED, the Dog Control Officer’s monthly report is approved as submitted. 

 

SUPERVISOR 

Supervisor Keys – reported on the following with resolutions to follow: 

1. Budget Adjustments and Transfer – The Town recently received a financial return from the County.  Those funds 

are currently deposited in the Town’s highway fund money market account.  County guidelines for those funds 

were to use to alleviate increased expenses due to economic situations affecting the Town budget.  The Town has 

incurred unbudgeted expenses for a new sander for a plow truck as well as needed repairs to one of the front-line 

plow trucks.  Recommendation at this time is to adjust the Town’s 2022 budget as follows: 

a. Increase the amount shown on line 307 – Unexpended Balance DA, from $90,000 to $113,500. 

b. Increase DA5130.4 - Machinery contractual by $15,000 to cover cost of truck repair. 

c. Increase DA5142.4 - Winter contractual by $8,500 to cover cost of sander. 

d. Transfer $400 from A1990.4 – Contingency to A1670.4 – Central Printing and Mailing to cover current 

over expenditures and upcoming expenditures for legal notices to be placed through the end of the year. 

2. Building Upgrades – walk through with potential contractors for the municipal building upgrades is this Friday, 

November 18th at 3 p.m.  New floor grates were purchased and installed in the highway garage.  Bill is on 

tonight’s abstract. 

3. Set public hearings for ambulance contracts. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 109 OF 2022 

APPROVAL FOR TRANSFER OF FUNDS AND BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized to make the following transfers and budget adjustments:   
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1. Increase line 307 - Unexpended Balance DA - from $90,000 to $113,500 

2. Increase DA5130.4 - Machinery Contractual by $15,000 

3. Increase DA5142.4 - Winter Contractual by $8,500 

4. Transfer $400 from A1990.4 – Contingency to A1670.4 – Central Printing and Mailing 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 110 OF 2022 

AMBULANCE SERVICE CONTRACT - LCSR 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held on December 12, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Municipal Office 

Building for the purpose of renewing a 1-year contract with Lewis County Search and Rescue, Inc. for Ambulance Service 

for the residents of the Town of New Bremen for 2023 with compensation to be set at $6,571.15.  Notice of the Public 

Hearing is to be published for 1 week in the Journal & Republican and on linkinglewiscounty.com. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 111 OF 2022 

AMBULANCE SERVICE CONTRACT - BFFD 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that a public hearing will be held on December 12, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Municipal Office 

Building for the purpose of renewing a two (2) year contract with the Beaver Falls Fire Department, Inc. for emergency 

and general ambulance service to the Town of New Bremen with compensation to be set at $8,000.00 a year.  Notice of 

the Public Hearing is to be published for 1 week in the Journal & Republican and posted on linkinglewiscounty.com. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 112 OF 2022 

SUPERVISOR’S MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

On a motion of Councilwoman Buell, seconded by Councilman Aucter, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, the Supervisor’s monthly financial report is approved as submitted. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 113 OF 2022 

AUDIT OF CLAIMS 

On a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilwoman Buell, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED Ayes 4    Aucter, Buell, Schantz, Keys     Nays 0 

 

RESOLVED, that Supervisor Keys is authorized and directed to pay the following amounts on Abstract #10 & #11 of 

2022 and also approved the report of prior to audit payments for insurance, utilities and comptroller. 

 

General    Voucher #127 thru #140  $12,180.20 

Highway T-Wide  Voucher #91 thru #101  $52,356.85 

Highway T-Outside  Voucher #30 thru #34  $31,623.77 

Insurance - $9,876.62  Utilities - $1,134.94  Comptroller - $1,255.00 

 

The next meeting of the Town Board of the Town of New Bremen will be held on December 12, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Town Municipal Office Building. 

 

With no further business, on a motion of Councilman Aucter, seconded by Councilman Schantz, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  Carried unanimously. 

 

________________________________ 

Respectfully Submitted 

Elizabeth B. Jones, RMC 

Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
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